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The Bureau of Land Management is responsible for the stewardship of our public lan¢c3. It is committed to 
manage, protect, and improve these lands in a manner to serve the needs of the A.merican people for all 
times. Management is based on the principles of multiple use and sustained yield of our nation’s resources 
within a framework o*f environmental responsibility and scientific technology. These resources include 
recreation; rangelands; timber; minerals; watershed; fish and wildlife; wilderness; air; and scenic, scientific, 


ntroduction 


The Montana/Dakotas BLM organization administers on behalf of all United States citizens 8,412,561 acres of 
federal lands in the states of Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota, as weil as approximately 50 million acres 
of federal mineral resources. 









Our organization employs a diverse work force and is committed to professional management of all natural 
resources. We strive to foster a quality service ethic that is responsive and meets the needs of the public. 


The Montana/Dakotas BLM organization encourages individuals, agencies, and interest groups to become involved 
and work with us towards sound planning and management of our natuzal resources, now and in the future. We 
would like to express our appreciation to the many who have worked with us in the past. 











OFFICE LOCATIONS AND BOUNDARIES 


















MONTANA / DAKOTAS BLM = 
NORTH DAKOTA 
MONTANA — 
District 





mere SOUTH DAKOTA 

















LEWISTOWN DISTRICT OFFICE 
Airport Road 

Lewistown, MT 59457-9699 
Telephone: (406) 538-7461 


GREAT FALLS RESOURCE AREA 
Richard L. Hopkins 

812 14th Street North 

P.O. Box 2865 

Great Fatis, MT 59403-2865 
Telephone: (406) 727-0503 


PHILLIPS RESOURCE AREA 
Janne Conneu. Area 

S01 Sowa Second Sire). 

P.O. Box B 
Malta, MT 59538-0047 
Telephone: (406) 654-1240 


HAVRE RESOURCE AREA 
James Barnum. Area Manager 
West Second Street 

Drawer 911 
Havre, MT 59501-0911 
Telephone: (406) 265-5891 


VALLEY RESOURCE AREA 
Michael Holbert. Area Manager 
Route #1-4775 

. MT 59230-9796 
Telephone: (406) 228-4316 


Charles Ono, Area Manager 
Auwport Road 

Lewistown, MT 59457-1300 
Telephone: (406) 538-7461 


DICKINSON DISTRICT OFFICE 


District 
wiiitidiam ve 
Dickinson, ND 58601-2619 


Telephone: (701) 225-9148 





MILES CITY DISTRICT OFFICE 
Charles Frost, District Manager 

P.O. Box 940 

Miles City, MT 59301-0940 
Telephone: (406) 232-4331 


illings, MT 59105-3395 
T : (406) 657-6262 


POWDER RIVER RESOURCE AREA 
Miles City Plaza 

Miles City, MT 59301-2844 
Telephone: (406) 232-7000 


BIG DRY RESOURCE AREA 


Dave S . Area Manager 
Miles City Plaza 

Miles City, MT 59301-2844 
Telephone: (406) 232-7100 


SOUTH DAKOTA RESOURCE AREA 
Mark Stiles, Area Manager 

310 Roundup Street 

Belle Fourche, SD 57717-1698 
Telephone: (605) 892-2526 


MONTANA STATE OFFICE 

222 North 32nd Street 
P.O. Box 36800 

Billings, MT 59107-6800 


255-2904 
255-2904 
255-2913 


255-2915 
255-2805 
255-2702 
255-2742 


BUTTE DISTRICT OFFICE 

106 North Parkmont 

P.O. Box 3388 

Butte, MT 59702-3388 

Telephone: (406) 494-5059 (FTS 585-8059) 


Telephone (406) 329-3914 








i5um Administered Land 


Total BLM Lands Administered by Montana State Office 





Federal Surface Acres 






Montana 8,066,927 
North Dakota 66,484 
South Dakota 279,150 








Three-state Total 8,412,561 





Federal Mineral Subsurface Acres* 











Montana 37,896,536 
North Dakota 5,612,599 
South Dakota 3,787,711 


Three-state Total 47,296,846 





*These figures include subsurface minerals under the 8,412,561 surface acres administered by BLM in Montana, North and South Dakota: 
subsurface minerals under surface administered by all other federal agencies, except Indian reservations; and subsurface minerals under 
privately owned surface where the federal government retained mineral rights. 


These figures do not include some areas in South Dakota where minerals were inventoried under a previous record-keeping system. The 
eastern one-third of North Dakota also has been omitted. 
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BLM administered surface acreage - Public Land Statistics FY90 
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BLM administered subsurface acreage - Acreage Inventory Report 4/26/91 
County Acreage - Land urea only. Square mile figures obtained from the Montana Department of Commerce, 
Census and Economic Information Center. Agreate was calculated as 640 acres per square mile and is not exact. 
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BLM administered subsurface acreage - Acreage Inventory Report 4/26/91 
County Acreage - Land area only. Square mile figures obtained from the Montana Department of Commerce, 
Census and Economic Information Center. Agreate was calculated as 640 acres per square mile and is not exact. 
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Administration provides a varie peers services for the o—fMization and the public 
administration, public room operations, c@#ICti . ent are all areas w 
significant contact with persons outsic P-mieral support prog 
budget, evaluation, property management, organizational planning and development, safety, training, office 
services, automatic data processing, and communications. 
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Employment 


Budget 
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1510 Fire Management 


1520 Fire Presuppression 
2300 Access 


3110 LCWF 

4110 Oil & Gas Leasing 

4120 Coal Leasing 

4130 Mining Law Administration 

4140 Other Mineral Resource Management 


4210 Lands, Realty, R/W Management 
4310 Forest Management 

4320 Grazing Management 

4331 Cultural Resource Management 
4332 Wilderness Management . 

4333 Recreation Resources Management 
4340 Soil, Water & Air Management 
4350 Wildlife Habitat Management 
4370 Wild Horse & Burro Management 


4740 Resource Protection & Law Enforcement 
4760 Hazardous Materials Management 
4820 Equal Employment Opportunity 

4830 General Administrative Support 

4840 Aviation Management 

8100 Range 


Improvements 
8200 Range Improvements (LU) 
9620 Forest Pest Control 


9800 Forest Service Cadastral Survey 


FY 91 


$258,737 
972,663 
122,519 
42,846 
4,030,262 
720,650 
456,146 
80,845 
1,873,315 


1.851.321 
1.034.877 


1,111,233 
800,455 
407,541 
290,427 
123,132 

1,743,156 

49,850 
911,384 
945,295 

5,559 
116,534 


452,000 
389,000 
70,000 
482,000 
15,000 
1,702,000 
745,000 
385,000 
1,000,000 
101,000 
1,875,000 
52,000 
699,000 
746,000 
0 

0 




















MONTANA STATE ORGANIZATION 
EMPLOYMENT FOR FY 1991 
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Series Title 

0018 Safety & Occ. Health Mgmt 
0023 Outdoor Recreation Planner 
0025 Park Ranger 

0028 Environmental Spec 

0102 Archaeological Tech 

0110 Economist 

0184 Sociologist 

0193 Archeologist 

0199 Studem Trainee (Soc. Sci.) 
0201 Personnel Officer 

0203 Personnel Clerk/Assistant 
0212 Personne! Staffing Spec 
0221 Position Class. Spec. 

0230 Employee Relations Spec. 
0235 Employee Development Spec 
0260 Equal Employment Manager 
0299 Student Trne (Personne! Mgmt) 
0301 Misc. Admin. & Program 
0303 Misc. Clerk & Assistant 
0304 Information Recp. (O.A.) 
0305 Mail & File Clerk 

0318 Secretary 

0322 Clerk-Typist 

0326 Office Automation Clerk 
0332 Computer Operator 

0334 Computer Specialist 

0335 Computer Assistant 

0340 Program Management 
0341 Administrative Officer 
0342 Support Services Admin. 
0343 Mgmt. & Program Analyst 
0344 Management Clerk/Assistant 
0350 Equipment Operator 

0361 Equal Employment Opp. Asst 
0391 Telecommunication 

0399 Student Tre (O.A. Asst.) 
0401 General Biological Science 
0430 Botantst 

0454 Range Conservationist 
0455 Range Technician 

0460 Forester 

0462 Forestry Technician 

0470 Soil Scientist 

0482 Fishery Biologist 

0486 Wildlife Mgmt. Biologist 
0499 Student Tme (Biol. Science) 


8 
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SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSCSSERSSSSSSSSlCssssssssss 
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linplovees by Series. Litle. 
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\ppomtment for FY 91 


Student Tme (Land Law Clk) 
Public Affairs 

Audio- Visual Production 
Whriter-Editor 

Visual Information Spec. 
Editonal Assistant 


BLM Ranger 
Investigative Assistant 
Criminal Investigator 
Aviation Mgmt. Spec. 
Welder 
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Suman Resources 
Volunteer Program 


Volunteers are rapidly becoming one of our most important and 
productive resources. Citizen volunteers, working side-by-side 
with federal employees, are helping to accomplish the BLM mul- 


With the BLM’s unique mandate of multiple-use management, the 
responsibilities are varied and complex. In addition to the one-on- 
one individual volunteers, the BLM currently has a number of 
established partnerships with user groups, state and local govern- 
ments, and volunteer groups. The BLM’s basic authority to accept 
volunteers and contributions of services is provided in Section 
307(c) of the Federal Land Policy Management Act (FLPMA). In 
1984, this basic authority was augmented by the enactment of an 
amendment to the Volunteers in the Parks Act of 1969 (Public Law 
98-540}. In the last few years, approximately 766 volunteers 
(81,045 hours) donated their time, energy, and expertise to our 
BLM organization. The estimated value of work accomplished by 
these volunteers is $821,416 to the Montana/Dakotas BLM. 


Expansion and effective use of our volunteer workforce has been 
one avenue the BLM is able to fulfill its stewardship mission in 
these times of budgetary constraints. But more importantly, this 
program has been a unique method of broadening public under- 
standing of the BLM’s mission, increasing public participation in 
managing the public lands resources, and the sense of personal 
pride felt by individual contribution of guarding our precious 
resources as a legacy for future generations. 











Under Age 18 


Age 18-59 
Age 60 and Over 


Hours of Service 
$ Value of Work 
$ Cost to BLM 


FY 1991 


211 


166 
45 


76 
115 
20 


27,434 
$297,165 
$80,678 


98 135 

26 46 

33 80 

80 89 

11 12 
14,736 17,423 
138,166 $182,788 
$22,603 $39,852 














Volunteers/Hosted Workers Hours of 
District Total Service 
FY 1991 FY1990 FYI991 FY 1990 

Miles City % 101 2,617 1,644 
Dickinson 2 7 320 334 
Lewistown 79 78 7,906 3,890 
Butte R4 60 15,235 13,440 
State Office ® 4 927 2,144 
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Cooperative Education Program 


High School - Associate - Baccalaureate - Graduate Programs. Cooperative Education provides students opportunities to combine instruc- 
tion with occupational experience. Periods of study and periods of study-related work experience are scheduled to compliment the other. 
Students are eligible for noncompetitive conversion to the competitive service within 120 calendar days after completing educational and 
work requirements. Twenty-three potential career employees are involved in high school, baccalaureate and graduate programs. 


Federal Junior Fellowship Program (FJFP) 


Currently, the Montana/Dakotas Bureau of Land Management has two FJFP Students. The FJFP provides career-related employment for 
outstanding high school seniors who need their earnings to be able to attend college. Students are eligible for noncompetitive conversion 
to the competitive service within 120 calendar days after completing educational and work requirements. 


Employment for Individuals with Disabilities 


We currehtly employ about 83 individuals with disabilities. Approximately 22 of these persons were hired by using special appointment 
authorities. These special authorities permit disabled individuals to demonstrate their ability to perform effective services and allow 
agencies to use available talent in situations which can lead to career appointments. 








cial and Economic Contributions 


The Social and Economic Importance of BLM in Montana and the Dakotas 


The BLM-administered land in Montana and the Dakotas provides a wide variety of uses to the public. Primary among these uses are 
livestock grazing which provides a significant amount of employment, income and agricultural products to many rural communities in the 
three states, especially Montana. Energy and nonenergy mineral production, and timber are other primary uses and, like grazing, provide 
an important source of employment, income and products to the states’ residents. In addition, recreation opportunities are widely avail- 
able in all the BLM districts, including such activities such as hiking, boating, offroad vehicle travel, and fishing. Some of Montana’s 
best wildlife habitat lies on public land, providing an essential resource that contributes to high-quality hunting opportunities in the state. 
Finally, the BLM employs nearly 600 people in Montana, North Dakota and South Dakota, providing an important source of income to 
many communities. 


Budget Expenditures and Employment BEV Payroll by Communit 


iol October 19. 199] 





The BLM in Montana and the Dakotas employs about 512 permanent full- 


time employees. Employment can increase by another 100 or more during sal 

the field season (May to September). The BLM’s estimated payroll in ae” es 
Montana and the Dakotas in fiscal year 1991 was about $18.6 million, out of oe oa 630571 
a total operating budget of approximately $24.7 million. In many communi- GI an MT 298 846 
ties BLM employment contributes a significant portion of the local G in MT 426.390 
workforce, and due to the technical and professional nature of many of these a8 or 252.000 
. . . . . h- . *,* , > ’ 
jobs, the BLM is a relatively high-wage employer is some communities Lewistown, MT 1,815,140 
The $18.6 million in income to BLM employees represents a direct stimulus sae MT y) pt 
to local economies. In addition, there is an indirect impact that results when ae a or 704.797 
earnings are spent, circulating through the local and regional economies and papas: 
resulting in additional rounds of spending. This is called the multiplier effect Dickinson, ND 965,856 
and provides an important source of income for many communities. The lle Fourche. SD 238.533 
total impact resulting from the direct stimulus and additional rounds of aeebsrieice 








spending is estimated to be $24 million in Montana and the Dakotas. 
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; vource Montana 


PILT $8,002,820 
Mineral Leasing Act 7,630 
Taylor Grazing Act 303,399 
Proceeds of sales 14,725 
Bankhead-Jones 526,427 
Estimated Royalties 23,215,781 


IV Dakota » Lakota 
$558,847 $1,335,409 
450 0 
8,105 79,681 
1,292 6 
1,629 1,140 
5,975,524 592,012 




















Commodity Montana N Dakota S Dakota 
Energy and other leasable minerals' $38 1,930,604 $202,672,115 $6,715,664 
Timber 1,505,364 N/A N/A 
Livestock’ 39,633,400 N/A 1,651,400 
Metal ores and industrial minerals‘ 436,988,584 N/A N/A 
Recreation’ 98,577,902 N/A N/A 





The estimated value of production represents direct impacts to the regional economy. In addi- 
tion to direct impacts, secondary spending activity provides jobs and income to other industries 
in the state such as retail trade and services, manufacturing, construction, and transportation, to 
name a few. The greater the quantity of production exported from the state, the greater the 
impact to the regional and state economies. Much of the commodity production derived from 
BLM land is exported, thus contributing an important portion of the economic base of the state. 


‘Calendar year 1991 (preliminary). Includes coal, oil, gas, sulphur, phosphate, nitrogen, and 
leonardite. 

*Figure based on average price for mill-delivered sawtimber | st quarter 1991 and volume of 
timber sold FY91. 


"Figures reported are for 1990 AUMs authorized. Less than one percent of animal unit months 
(AUMs) were authorized in North Dakota. 


‘Calendar year 1990. Gold, silver, copper, etc. These figures represent total production from 
public and private land in Montana. Although data was unavailable for the public land portion, 
it is estimated that a significant portion of locatable mineral production does occur on public 
land. Figures for North Dakota and South Dakota were unavailable. 


‘Figures are not comparable to FY90 Annual Report due to a change in estimating methodology. 
Also, FY91 estimate includes residents’ expenditures as well as nonresidents’ expenditures. 


Value of Commodities 


There is a wide variety of 
commodities derived from public 
land, among them agricultural, 
Extraction, production, and use of 
these resources provides income and 
jobs to local communities in the 
Montana and Dakotas region. The 
table is a summary of the most 
recent data available for total annual 
value of these resources. 
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Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes 


Public Law 94-565 provides for 
annual payments in lieu of taxes 
(PILT) to counties for certain 
federal lands within their bound- 
aries. They are made to help 
offset the loss of property taxes 
which could have been levied on 
federal lands if they were pri- 
vately owned. The BLM 
adminsters the PILT program 
because it it the largest single 
federal land management agency. 
Payments are made for tax- 
exempt federal lands adminstered 
by the BLM, Forest Service, 
National Park Service, U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service, and for 
federal water projects and some 
military installations. The pay- 
ment formula increases monies on 
the basis of population and re- 
duces monies where other land 
laws already provide for Federal 
payments through revenues from 
oil and gas leases and sales of 
minerals, timber and other prod- 
ucts derived from public lands. 
These PILT payments, made on 
October | each year, may be used 
by the counties for any govern- 
mental purpose. 
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The BLM is responsible for the surface management and stewardship of approximately 8.4 million acres of 
land in Montana and the Dakotas. Many of these lands are intermingled with private, state and other federal 
jurisdictions, requiring close coordination in the development of the Bureau's multiple use management 
prescription. The BLM’s role ranges from land adjustment and easement acquisition to the intensive man- 





4* 
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agement of resources associated with such activities as range, wildlife, wilderness, recreation, archeology, 

hydrology and wild horse and burro management. Some of these major programs aré described in more 

detail on the oe pages. 
ah 
a’ 














2 angeland Management 


Approximately 8.2 million acres of rangeland are managed by the BLM in Montana, North and South Dakota. Management on these 
rangelands is consistent with resource management objectives set forth in land use planning documents. This requires using an interdisci- 
plinary approach which considers wildlife habitat, recreational uses, soil, watershed and vegetation management and full coordination, 
communication and cooperation with affected interests. Planning and management of public rangelands is an ongoing process requiring 
frequent adjustment and refinement of vegetative treatments, including livestock grazing, to ensure progress toward long-term ecological 
goals. Rangeland management involves inventorying, analyzing, improving, protecting, utilizing and managing the natural resources of 
rangelands in a manner consistent with multiple use objectives, administering livestock grazing on public lands, and developing coopera- 
tive relationships with rangeland users and other interested groups. 


“The Range of Our Vision” initiative sets forth the BLM’s goals for rangelands, including increasing the percent of rangeland in the 
highest stages of ecological condition, reducing the percent of rangelands in the lowest ecological condition and attaining proper function- 
ing condition on riparian-wetland areas. Emphasis will continue to be placed on monitoring, ecological site inventory, allotment manage- 
ment plan/activity plan development, range improvement installation, weed control efforts, use supervision and range administration. 
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NUMBER OF OPERATORS AUMs AUTHORIZED 


Horses & Sheep 
Burros & Goats 
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18,929 
23 
2,629 
4. 


South DakotaRA Section 3 
Section 15 

DISTRICT TOTAL Section 3 
Section 15 

DICKINSON DISTRICT 
Section 3 
Section 15 
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LEWISTOWN DISTRICT 
Valley RA 


Phillips RA 

Havre RA 

Great Falls RA 
- Judith RA 


0 

0 0 

7 2 

0 0 

35 2 
2 ! 

0 0 

9 3 

6 2 

I 0 


DISTRICT TOTAL 
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BUTTE DISTRICT 
Garnet RA 


Headwaters RA 
Dillon RA 


DISTRICT TOTAL 














Note: Figures for FY91 were not available at time of print. 











Through its “planning process,” the BLM seeks to 
accommodate the uses the public wants to make of the 
lands while complying with the law and policy estab- 
lished by Congress and the executive branch of the 
federal government. 


The resources and resource uses on the public lands 
include livestock grazing, wildlife habitat, wild horse 
and burro herds, recreational opportunities (such as 
fishing, and off-road vehicle driving), mineral and 
energy development, wilderness protection, utility uses 
and rights-of-way, wild and scenic rivers, areas of 
environmental concern, T&E species habitat, riparian/ 
wetland habitat, and soil and watershed protection and 
development. 


Resource management planning is a dynamic process, 
developed on the basis of a 10-15 year planning per- 
spective. Existing land use plans will be maintained as 
long as they provide sound guidance for the Bureau's 
resource management activities. A plan may be 
amended or revised if conditions change or new infor- 
mation becomes available. 
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North Dakota RMP Approval Date 422/88 
South Dakota RMP Approval Date 4 14/86 




















ild Horse and Burro Program 


Montana’s only free-roaming wild horses occupy the Pryor 
Mountain Wild Horse Range in southern Carbon County just 
west of the Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area. Manage- 
ment of the range is guided by the Pryor Mountain Herd Manage- 
ment Area Plan, which is being revised during FY92. Up until 
1990, approximately 2,000 acres of the range had been land 
within the Bighorn Canyon Recreation Area which is adminis- 
tered by the U.S. National Park Service (NPS). The NPS has 
removed this area from the horse range, thus reducing the size 
and horse carrying capacity. Updated carrying capacity computa- 
tions on the balance of the range indicated that horse numbers 
should be further reduced. The overgrazing problem has been 
made worse by the natural reintroduction of bighorn sheep. 
Therefore, the plan will be revised to state that the population 
will be 105 horses, ranging between 90 and 121. When the 
population exceeds 121, horses will be removed and the numbers 
reduced to 90. 


These horses will be placed up for adoption by qualified people. 
Pryor horses are very desirable because they are reputed to be 
Spanish Barb. This breed is very striking and distinguishably 
marked. 


With fewer horses grazing, range condition will improve. This is 
especially important because there are at least 20 sensitive plant 
species in the area. It is possible that horse numbers can be 
increased as range condition improves. 




















orest Management 





Management 


The BLM’s Montana-Dakota Forest Management Program, al- 
though relatively small, fills an important niche for the Montana 
forest products industry. Over 400,000 acres of commercial forest 
land are managed by the BLM, the majority of which is located in 
western Montana. Much of this acreage is at lower elevations that 
can be accessed when other forested areas are snowbound. This 
provides raw materials for many sawmills during the winter months. 
The sale of forest products also provides receipts in lieu of taxes for 
counties in Montana and the Dakotas. 


Current issues facing the Forest Management Program include old- 
growth management, big game (elk) security cover, managing for 
biodiversity, water quality, cumulative impacts due to timber har- 
vesting on adjacent lands, global warming, increasing reforestation 
costs, and better forest product utilization. 


Budget permitting, the goal is to offer an average of 14MMbf 
(million board feet) of sawtimber per year. The level of funding and 
workmonths required to implement the Backlog Reforestation 
Program have reduced this planned offering to approximately 
1OMMbf annually. Timber sales are generally sold through oral or 
sealed bid auctions. Bids received for BLM timber have increased 
dramatically in the past five years. Total timber sale revenues have 
increased from $396,974 in FY87 to $614,595 in FYS1. The timber 
sale program is currently operating well above cost. When second- 
ary economic benefits and costs are considered, public land timber 


produces a very positive benefit/cost ratio. Minor forest product 
sales include firewood, posts, poles, grape stakes, wildings, and 
Christmas trees. 


Development 


In 1986, a program was begun to eliminate the reforestation 
backlog (8000 acres) which had developed from timber harvest- 
ing on BLM lands over the past 30 years. Much of this backlog 
was a result of failed natural regeneration due to poor seed crops 
and inadequate seed bed preparation. As of FY91, approximately 
2400 acres of backlog has been successfully reforested. In 
addition to backlog reforestation, the annual base Forest Develop- 
ment Program includes planting approximately 300 acres with 
180,000 tree seedlings, site preparation on approximately 1400 
acres, and timber stand improvements on approximately 100 
acres. The BLM is also an active member of the Inland Empire 
Tree Improvement Cooperative established to produce genetically 


FY91 Forest Development 
Accomplishments 
Timber Sales (Mbf offered) 
Other Forest Products (permits issued) 733 


Land Treatment (acres) 
Reforestation (acres) 865 











ilderness Review 


The Wilderness Act of 1964 defined wilderness as an area of undeveloped federal land, usually 5,000 acres or more, existing in a substan- 
tially natural condition. Human-made features should be unnoticeable and the area should contain outstanding opportunities for solitude 

or primitive and unconfined types of recreation. Such areas may also contain ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educa- 
tional, scenic, or historical values. 


Section 603 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) required the BLM to study all of the land it administers 
for potential designation as wilderness. Of the some 8 million surface acres managed by the BLM in Montana, approximately 470 thou- 
sand acres met the criteria for wilderness. There were no areas in North or South Dakota which qualified for wilderness study. 


Montana's wilderness inventory was initiated in November 1978. Since that time, 11 wilderness environmental impact statements have 
been completed in Montana, resulting in 173,499 acres in 15 areas being recommended for wilderness designation. The Montana BLM 
has also recommended that 273,828 acres in all or parts of 30 study areas not be designated wilderness. 


All wilderness study recommendations which resulted from the environmental impact statements were submitted to the Washington 
Office for review in March 1991. The Secretary of the Interior transmitted Montana BLM's wilderness recommendations to the President 
in October 1991. The President has 2 years to submit his recommendations to Congress. Only Congress can designate components of the 
National Wilderness Preservation System. 
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Wilderness Study Recommendations - Vlontana 
Acres Recommended Acres Recommended 

WSA Name for Wilderness for Non-Wilderness County 
Square Butte 1,947 Chouteau 
Humbug Spires 8,791 2,384 Silver Bow 
Billy Creek 3,450 Garfield 
Seven Blackfoot 5,790 14,540 Garfield 
Bridge Coulee 5,900 Garfield 
Musselshell Breaks 8,650 Garfield 
Terry Badlands 33,024 11,886 Prairie 
Antelope Creek 9,600 2,750 Phillips 
Burnt Lodge 13,730 Phillips/Valley 
Stafford 4,800 Blaine 
Ervin Ridge 10,200 Blaine 
Cow Creek 21,590 12,460 Blaine 
Dog Creek South 5,150 Fergus 
Woodhawk 8.100 vale 
Bitter Creek 59,660 Vv 
Zook Creek 8,438 Rosebud 
Buffalo Creek 5,650 Powder River 
Burnt Timber Canyon 3,430 Carbon 
Pryor Mountain 13,397* Carbon 
Big Horn Tack On 3,308* Carbon 
Twin Coulee 6,870 Golden Valley 
Wales Creek 11,580 Powell 
Hoodoo Mountain 11,380 Powell 
Quigg West 520 Granite 
Sleeping Giant/Sheep Creek 10,454 Lewis & Clark 
Black Sage 5,926 Jefferson 
Yellowstone River Island 53 Park 
Ruby Mountains 15,615 10,996 Madison 
Blacktail Mountains 10,586 6,893 Beaverhead 
East Fork, Blacktail Deer Creek 6,230 Beaverhead 
Hidden Pasture Creek 15,509 Beaverhead 
Bell/Limekiln Canyons 9,650 Beaverhead 
Henneberry Ridge 9,806 Beaverhead 
Farlin Creek 610 529 Beaverhead 
Axolot! Lakes 7,804 Madison 
Centennial Mountains 23,054 4,637 Beaverhead 








*There is an additional 4,352 acres of the Pryor Mountain WSA and 353 acres of the Big Horn Tack On WSA which are in Wyoming. This acreage 
was included in Montana wilderness studies but will be reported by Wyoming BLM. 
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Outdoor recreation opportunities 
abound on BLM-administered lands. 
They range from fairly sedentary 
activities such as stream and lake 
fishing to backpacking and white 
water floating through remote and 
primitive canyons and mountains. 


Program goals are to provide opportu- 
nities for recreation and to protect the 
quality of the recreation experience 
while imposing as few restrictions as 
possible. 


aSecreation Management 


FY 91 
Recreation Visits to the Public Lands in Montana/Dakotas 


Land-Based Recreation Activities 


Motorized Travel: 
ORV Travel 270,780 
Other Motorized Travel 687,191 
Site Based: 
Non-Motorized Travel 86,819 
Camping 287,920 
Hunting 274,065 
Other 140,815 
Water-Based Recreation Activities 
Fishing 342,720 
Boating 187,865 
Other 14,260 
Winter Sports (Snow/Ice-Based Activities) 70,655 











FY 91 
Developed Recreation Sites 





Miles City Alkali Ck. 
Trailhead 
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Lewistown Slaughter River 
Camp Creek 
Coal Banks 
Montana Gulch 
Woodhawk 
Eagle Creek 
Cow Island 
James Kipp 
Judith Landing 
Hole in The Wall 
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Butte Holter Lake 
Red Mountain 
Divide Bridge 
South Madison 
West Madison 
Ruby Reservoir 
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East Bank 
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Big Sheep Ck. 
Jerry Creek 
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ish and Wildlife Habitat 


Over 600 species of fish and wildlife are dependent on the public lands for all or part of their yearlong habitat. Montana is recognized 
nationally for its sport fishing, big game hunting, and wildlife viewing opportunities. Populations of elk, moose, white-tail and mule deer, 
pronghorn antelope, bighorn sheep, and mountain goat utilize over 7 million acres of public lands. Contributing to Montana’s reputation 
for fishing are about 60,000 acres of lakes and reservoirs, and 1200 miles of streams which provide fisheries habitat and are administered 
by the BLM. 





Within the three state area, over 200,000 acres of waterfowl habitat having international importance are found in the Prairie Pothole Joint 
Venture area and the Northern Intermountain and Northern Great Plains Regions, both of which are potential joint ventures consistent 
with the North American Waterfowl Management Plan. 


Special Status Species of plants and animals are found on public lands in Montana and the Dakotas. There are currently three mammals, 
five birds, and one fish listed as threatened or endangered which are known to live on public lands, or adjacent to public lands. Some of 
the highest quality and most important grizzly bear habitat in the continental U.S. occurs in Montana. Much of the bear habitat is also 
providing habitat for an increasing population of gray wolf. Interagency efforts have resulted in an area of northern Montana being 
designated as a potential black-footed ferret reintroduction site in 1992. 


The National Fish and Wildlife 2000 Plan was localized to Montana and the Dakotas two years ago. The plan serves as internal program 
guidance and assists with external communication to our partners and the public about our fish and wildlife habitat management programs 
through the year 2000. 








ultural Resource Management 





The Cultural Resource Management Program consists of two primary but related components. First, it provides support to other pro- 
grams; ¢.g., oil and gas, to ensure compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). This act requires that federal agencies 
consider and protect cultural resources under their jurisdiction. Second, the Cultural Resource Management Management Program serves 
as the principal mechanism to actually manage cultural resources for their best use. Management, in this case, means that cultural re- 
sources will be managed for a variety of uses including, but not limited to: scientific use, conservation use, public use, and socio-cultural 
use. 


In the past 15 years approximately 5% of all public 
land has been inventoried for cultural resources. As 
a result of these inventories thousands of archaeo- 
logical and historical sites have been located. A 
portion of these have been further investigated, either 
as part of a mitigation measure or through execution 
of a management prescription. In the future, the 
Cultural Resource Management program will con- 
tinue to expand its role to promote the program 
through public outreach and education. The overail 
focus of this expansion will be to bring archaeology 
to the public - who have so generously aided in our 
current understanding of the archaeology and history 
of Montana. 
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ands Casework 





Land Patents Issued in FY 1991 





Mineral 
BLM Exchanges 3,673.16 


0 
0 0.00 
| 
Other Agency Exchanges 9 6,183.51 
56 





Public Sale 518.33 





Indian Patents 8,058.24 


Temporary Land Use Permits 
in Force FY 1991 





Total Number TotalAcres Total Rent 


30 329 $2,618 

















(MONTANA ) 





Lands Casework for FY 1991 


Homesteads 
Indian Fee/Trust Patents © 15] 
Mining Patents 25 
State Grants 0 
Recreation & Public Purpose 2 
Rights-of-Way 67 
Sec. 302 Leases/Permits x 
Public Sales 2 
BLM Exchanges 4 
Other Agency Exchanges 9 
Other 6 
Withdrawals 3 
Withdrawal Review 0 
0 
0 
3 
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Lands Casework for FY 1991 


Homesteads 

Indian Fee/Trust Patents l 
Mining Patents 

State Grants 

Recreation & Public Purpose 
Rights-of-Way 

Sec. 302 Leases/Permits 
Public Sales 

BLM Exchanges 

Other Agency Exchanges 
Other 

Withdrawals 

Trespass 

Fee Acquisitions 

Easement Acquisitions 


eoooornoeoocoe 2 O00 +! 95 





oo eco e#coovwrevuvcdqocsc a S&S 





ceoS8-onowerwooco-co 








Land Patents Issued in FY 1991 





BLM Exchanges 0 0 
Other Agency Exchanges 0 0 
Indian Patents 6 190.23 








Temporary Land Use Permits 
in Force FY 1991 








Total Number TotalAcres Total Rent 


7 48 $120 

















Land Patents Issued in FY 1991 





Public Sale 0 0 
BLM Exchanges 0 0 
Other Agency Exchanges 4 1,289.83 
Indian Patents 39 8,531.40 











Temporary Land Use Permits 
in Force FY 1991 





Total Number fTotalAcres Total Rent 


0 0 $0 
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(SOUTH DAKOTA ) 





Lands Casework for FY 1991 





Homesteads 0 | 8 
Indian Fee/Trust Patents 73 39 37 
Mining Patents 0 0 
State Grants 0 0 0 
Recreation & Public Purpose 0 I 0 
Rights-of-Way 3 2 | 
Sec. 302 Leases/Permits 0 0 0 
Public Sales 0 0 0 
BLM Exchanges 0 0 0 
Other Agency Exchanges 15 4 19 
Other 0 3 0 
Withdrawals 2 0 2 
Trespass 0 0) | 
Fee Acquisitions 0 0 0 
Easement Acquisitions I 0 I 
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The BLM is responsible for the mineral activities and functions of approximately 50 million acres of 
federal minerals within Montana and the Dakotas, including National Forest lands and minerals 
reserved under private lands. In addition, the BLM has trust responsibilities for minerals under 

Indian Reservations. The minerals are managed in a manner that recognizes the Nation's need for 
domestic sources of supply, protects the environment on the basis of multiple use, and assures the 
U.S. receives fair market value when appropriate. 
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Solid Minerals 


Federal solid minerals may be obtained by sale, lease, or 
location. 


Saleable Solid Minerals 


The saleable minerals are common mineral varieties such as 
sand, gravel, and building stone. The minerals are available 
by sale or to non-profit organizations and governmental 
entities by free-use permits. 


Leasable Solid Minerals 


The leasable solid minerals are coal, phosphate, sodium, and 
potassium. Currently, coal and phosphate are produced on 
federal and Indian lands in Montana and North Dakota. The 
deposits in South Dakota are not of sufficient quantity and 
quality to merit industry interest at this time. The BLM 
evaluates the resource, determines fair market value, and 
conducts lease sales. The BLM also inspects mines, verifies 
production, and reviews mining plans. 
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MONTANA 

Lessee Acres County 
Decker Coal Co. 1,840.55 Big Horn 
Decker Coal Co. 2,360.20 Big Horn 
Decker Coal Co. 9,409.56 Big Horn 
Decker Coal Co. 600.00 Big Horn 
Knife River Coal Mining Co. 440.00 Richland 
Peabody Coal Company 4,306.55 Rosebud 
Spring Creek Coal Company 2,385.015 Big Horn 
Western Energy Company 5,792.10 Rosebud & Treasure 
Western Energy Company 61.23 Rosebud 
Western Energy Company 1,632.38 Rosebud 
Western Energy Company 892.56 Rosebud 
Western Energy Company 2,259.79 Rosebud 
Westmoreland Resources Inc. 14,745.92 Big Horn (Indian) 
Production During FY 1991 = 29,128,421 Tons 
FY 1990 Royalty = $37,595,326 

NORTH DAKOTA 
Lessee Acres County 
Basin Cooperative Services 320.00 Oliver 
BNI Coal, Ltd. 239.93 Oliver 
BNI Coal Ltd. 2,120.09 Oliver 
Coteau Properties Co. 2,033.71 Mercer 
Knife River Coal Mining Co. 2,000.00 Bowman 
Knife River Coal Mining Co. — 1,240.00 Oliver & Mercer 


North American Coal Corp. 


Production During FY 1991 = 5,859,003 Tons 


FY 1991 Royalty = $5,568,163 


380.00 Mercer 














Coal Produced from Federal and Indian Leases 


35 Millions of Tons 











GE North Dakota GE Montana 
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1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 


These statistics were obtained from the publication prepared by the Minerals Management Service, Mineral Revenues 1990, Report On Receip’s From 
Federal and Indian Leases. 


The statistics for 1991 coal were obtained from BLM, Montana State Office, Branch of Solid Minerals 
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Locatable Solid Minerals 


The locatable minerals include the metallic minerals and other minerals that are neither leasable or common varicties. The BLM records 
mining Claims and assessment work, performs validity and patent examinations, and administers the surface management of mining 
claims. 





Mining Clams declared A/V. 
N/V. of Recording was Rejected 








FY 91 
Mining Claims Montana South Dakota 
Filed for OCT 912 3 
Re cordation NOV R4Y | Annual Representation 
FY 91 DEC 1.119 71 | Filed Assessment Year 91 
JAN 203 3] 
FEB 289 44 
MAR 359 I 
Lar . . 
APR 375 ‘ Mining laims Relinquished 
FY 91 
MAY 345 12 
JUN 242 3 
JUL RS ? Transfer of Ownership 
AUG 367 4 Fe 
SEP 400 20 
_ Number of Unpatented 
TOTAL 5.745 197 | Mining Claims as of 9/30/91 
5.942 


Mining Claims 
Patented FY 91 








Li. 





7 ye 453 
th 4 
14] 17 
7s 474 
Montana South Dakota — 
$1,222 10,473 
$710 YY 
56.93) 10,572 
Montana South Dakota 
1.326 $7) 
Montana South Dakota 
3.213 147 
Montana South Dakota 
62.677 10,769 
Montana South Dakota 


Number/Acres 


iyo 


Number/ Acres 


6/97.385 





Economic locatable minerals are not known to exist in North Dakota 


4.4 











luid Minerals 





The BLM administers oil and gas resources. 
Responsibilities include conducting lease sales, 
processing communitization and unit agree- 
menis, issuing permits to drill, inspecting 
drilling activities, making drainage determina- 
tions and taking enforcement actions. 














9] 46 14,529.36 
90 97 43,578.00 
89 123 48,115.68 
BS 129 76,910.35 
87 38 4,225.26 
86 13 770.94 
NORTH DAKOTA 
91 1S 2,141.59 
90 38 6,722.20 
89 46 12,084,552 
RX 22 4.173.775 
87 64 10,462.80 
86 20 3,395.70 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
9] 17 6,506.03 
90 17 10,540.77 
89 13 7,060.81 
RX 1S 11,819.80 
87 22 5,751.92 
86 I 120.00 





Producing 
Number Acres 
MONTANA 440 106,060.00 
NORTH DAKOTA 29 6,064.00 
SOUTH DAKOTA | 160.00 
TOTAL 470 112,284.00 





99 84.544 40 
128 121,712.00 
297 304,383.993 
535 626,932.857 
699 630,773,481 
930 =: 1,084,640.191 


6 4,374.84 
x 6,483.34 
34 5.053.407 
79 44,494.705 
290 173,099.56 
179 93,992.95 
«M 49,110.14 
16 12,752.51 
9 5,375.37 
40 80,962.88 
97 110,387.08 
167 311,040.11 





Nonproducing 
Number Acres 
926 452,255.00 
$2 139,060.00 
0) 0 
978 $91,315.00 
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In addition to issuing 217 oil and gas leases in FY91, the Fluid Minerals Adjudication 
section completed 831 record title assignments, 479 operating rights transfers, mergers and 
name changes affecting 727 leases, and 355 bond actions. Also processed were | ,073 lease 
terminations, expirations, and relinguishments affecting 1,344,055.291 acres. 


¥ Federal Oil and Gas. Leases in Effect As Of 9 30 91 





Producing Nonproducing 
Number Acres Number Acres 
MONTANA 1296 698,374.327 3732 = 3,990,418.911 
NORTH DAKOTA 474 341,609.914 882 405,054.388 
SOUTH DAKOTA 69 45,597.31 350,041.64 
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State 
MT 

ND 

SD 
TOTAL 
MT 

ND 

SD 
TOTAL 
MT 

ND 

SD 
TOTAL 
MT 

ND 

SD 


TOTAL 


Sale 
Month 


Nov 27, 1990 


Jan 29, 1991 


Mar 26, 1991 


Jul 30, 1991 


GRAND TOLALI 


Parcels 
Offered 


42 
> 


65 


114 


409 


Acreage 


Offered 
21,998.70 
833.80 
1,695.71 
24,528.21 
42.825.30 
415.29 
4,119.17 
47,359.76 
139,126.61 
0 
1,480.75 
140,607.36 
94,675.97 
3,302.50 
46,606.14 


144,584.61 


357. 079.94 


Parcels 
Sold 


13 


3 


37 


Acreage 
Sold 


3,368.07 
73.80 
1,695.71 
5,137.58 
5,062.02 
415.29 
760.00 
6,237.31 
2,977.33 
0 
1,480.75 
4,458.08 
2,921.94 
1,927.40 
2,569.57 


7,418.91 


23,251.88 





Bonus Bid 
Received 


$10,652.00 


$4,070.00 
$5.374.00 


$20,096.00 
$48,575.00 
$12,473.00 
$13,200.00 
$74,248.00 
$5,958.00 
$0 
$2,962.00 
$8,920.00 
$11,406.00 
$60,590.50 
$5,140.00 


$77,136.50 


STSO.400.80 
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Indian Oil and Gas Competitive Lease Sale Results 


State 
MT 

ND 

SD 
TOTAL 
MT 

ND 

SD 
TOTAL 
MT 

ND 

SD 


TOTAL 





Sale 
Year 


1989 


1990 


GRAND TLOLANL 


Parcels 
Offered 


1.117 
228 
0 


Acreage 
Offered 


131,618.53 
35,895.09 
0.00 
167,513.62 
178,712.41 
105,418.16 
0.00 
284,130.57 
63,544.60 
486,758.80 
0.00 


550,303.40 


MLL ee eee 


Parcels 
Sold 


33 
80 
0 
113 


456 
19] 


Acreage 
Sold 


$5,477.10 
9.141,66 
0.00 


14,618.76 


66,846.35 
25,436.87 


0.00 


92,283.22 


7,025.29 


46,401.00 


0.00 


53,426.29 


Bonus Bid 
Received 


$102,304.99 
$527.11615 
$0.00 
$629,421.14 
$763,852.18 
$1,079,948.92 
$0.00 
$1.843,801.10 
$131,802.43 
$1.143,066.46 
0.00 


$1,274,868.89 


S37 48.09} 72 

















12 Millions of Barreis 
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Oil Produced from Federal Leases 





Gas Produced from Federal Leases 


These statistics were obtained from the publication 
prepared by the Minerals Management Service, 
Mineral Revenues, 1989-90, Report on Receipts 
From Federal and Indian Leases. 


Note: 1991 production figures were obtained orally 
from the Minerals Management Service. The oil 





figures will remain firm; however, the other figures 
are considered raw data (unedited). 
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Gas Produced from Indian Leases 


These statistics were obtained from the publication 
prepared by the Minerals Management Service, 
Mineral Revenues, 1989-90, Report on Receipts 
From Federal and Indian Leases. 


Note: 1991 production figures were obtained orally 
from the Minerals Management Service. The oi! 
figures will remain firm; however, the other figures 
are considered raw data (unedited). 
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Oil Produced from Indian Leases 


Million Cubic “eet of Gas 





































The Division of Operations is the principal staff, working in alliance with the Montana and Dakota Districts, 

for statewide program policy and operational functions relating to multiple-use management for technical 
support activities including appraisals, cadastral survey, engineering, mapping service, fire management and 
aviation management. 











adastral Surveys 


The BLM cadastral surveyors are responsible for official surveys on public lands. These surveys create, establish and restore boundaries 
of public lands units. Under a reimbursable program, surveys are conducted for all government agencies. These surveyed boundaries are 
essential to the title, administration, management and protection of all federal lands. The BLM is also responsible for the issuance of 
mineral survey orders and the subsequent examination and approval of the mineral surveys performed by authorized U.S. mineral survey- 
ors. 


All of North and South Dakota and about 90 percent of Montana have been surveyed. The majority of unsurveyed lands lie within the 
boundaries of Forest Service and National Park Service administered lands and there have been no requests to survey these lands. 
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During FY 1990, the following was accomplished: 





—/ Bureau of Land Management 
es ' Total miles resurveyed 126 
Total miles approved 558 
Survey monuments set 183 
Survey monuments approved 776 
is Forest Service 
Total miles resurveyed 73 
Total miles approved 200 
Survey monuments set 132 Contributed Funds (7130) 
Survey monuments approved 582 Total miles resurveyed 30 
Total number of survey monuments set Total miles approved 30 
under the remonumentation program 166 Survey monuments set 156 
Survey monuments approved Survey monuments approved 156 


under the remonumentation program 1,243 


Bureau of Indian Affairs 





Total miles resurveyed 35 
Total miles approved 152 OL Her oF phits appro 
Survey monuments set 248 
Survey monuments approved 289 


Note: Office approvals include work completed on previous years’ field surveys. 
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yire Management 


Human-caused and Lightning-caused Fires 





The BLM is responsible for direct fire protection on Calendar Year 1991 
about 8.4 million acres of public lands in Montana, 67 
thousand acres of public lands in North Dakota, and WODO BDO LDO DDO SDR 4 
almost 280 thousand acres of public lands in South 
Dakota. The BLM is also responsible for fire protection Human-caused 5 1 ? 0 | 
on about 3 million acres of other agency lands under BLM acres 103.3 423 3175 0 5 
agreements with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Other acres 119.0 4 3175 0 0 
U.S. Forest Service, and State of Montana. Seasonal Acres burned 22? 3 427 6350 0 5 
engine crews and engines are maintained and available 
from around early May to mid September in the Lewist- Lightning-caused 94 10 29 0 | 
own and Miles City Districts. In addition to these initial BLM acres 1426.3 1.1 2983.2 0 5 
attack crews, the BLM contracts for an interagency Other acres 3338.1 15 722.1 0 0 
shared airtanker in Billings and helicopters in Fort Acres burned 4764.3 26 3705.3 0 5 
Howes and Zortman. Airtanker bases are currently 
being maintained in Lewistown, Miles City, and Bill- Total Fires 99 3] 31 0 2 
ings. 
Total BLM Acres 1529.6 43.4 6158.2 0 l 
Normally fire season in Montana, North and South 
Dakota runs from early April to late September. The Total Other Acres 3457.2 1.9 3897.1 0 0 
peak period of fire activity usually occurs during July 
and August. Total Acres Burned 4986.6 45.3 10055.3 0 | 
False Alarms & Assists 8 2 3 0 2 








Potal kire \etions 

















ther Accomplishments 





Appraisals Completed 
FY91 





Easement 

LWCF Acquisitions 

Private Exchange l 
Public Sale 

Right-of-Way* 
Communication Sites 
Trespass 

Miscellaneous 


*Linear rights-of-way no longer appraised. Rentals based on fee 
schedule published annually in 43CFR. 


Woocooohow 
cocoooktoo 
be COUNnSCH 
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“ 


_ 
Other Operations accomplishments include 
maintenance of roads and bridges on BLM 
administered lands. The Butte DO maintained 3 
bridges and 119 miles of road. The Miles City 
DO maintained 29 miles of road and the 
Lewistown DO maintained 370 miles of road. 
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* utte District 


BLM operations in western Montana are directed from the district 
office in Butte. The Headwaters Resource Area staff is collocated 
with the district staff in the office in the Butte Industrial Park south 
of the city. Detached offices in Dillon and Missoula direct the on- 
the-ground work in the: Dillon and Garnet resource areas. 


The following pages present a summary of the major accomplish- 
ments of the Butte District during Fiscal Year 1991. 











Butte District Office 
106 North Parkmont 
P.O. Box 3388 
Butte, MT 59702-3388 


District Manager James R. Owings 
Associate District Manager Orval L. Hadley 
Assistant District Managers 

Resource Management Gary L. Gerth 


Operations David C. Pickett 

Administration Michele D. Good 
Area Managers 

Headwaters Merle N. Good 

Garnet Darrell C. Sall 


Dillion Jimmy D. Lewis 


494-5059 
494-5059 


494-5059 
494-5059 
494-5059 


494-5059 
329-3914 
683-2337 
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The Lands Program 


We authorized 40 rights-of-way, road use and maintenance agree- 
ments during the year. These were granted to private landowners, 
utility, logging and mining companies, county governments and 
State and federal agencies. These agreements provide for improve- 
ments on public lands in the form of utility lines, communications 
sites and road construction, and they also authorize the legal use of 
BLM roads. 


The Montana Power Company is proposing to re-license iis hydro- 
electric projects on the Missouri and Madison rivers. The Butte 
district did exten- 





sive work during 
the year laying 
groundwork for 
future realty actions 
involving the utility — 
that will have the 
end result of en- 
hancing water 
based recreation 
along the Missouri 
River system. 


We resolved two unauthorized rights-of-way, one for a road, the 
other for a utility line. 


Work moved forward on three land exchanges: 


¢ The Montana Highway Department Exchange — BLM 
would acquire 11 acres on the Madison River just east of 
Norris. In exchange the Highway Department would acquire 
BLM land in two areas: nine acres at a maintenance site at 





Carbella south of Livingston, and 20 acres at a gravel stock- 
pile south of Ennis. 


¢ The Montana Department of State Lands Exchange — 
This exchange would allow for the acquisition of a 16-acre 
State-owned tract inside Yellowstone National Park which 
would then transfer to the National Park Service for manage- 
ment. The Department of State Lands in turn would acquire 
320 acres of BLM land adjacent to the Blacktail Elk Winter 
Range southeast of Dillon. 


¢ The Huntsman Exchange — BLM would acquire 1,920 
acres near Lima Reservoir plus two inholdings in a large 
block of BLM land north of Clark Canyon Dam. Mr. Hunts- 
man would acquire 2,610 acres of BLM land adjacent to his 
private land northwest of Monida. 


We issued three Recreational and Public Purposes authorizations: 
for a county government, a snowmobile club and a shooting club. 


We closed six unauthorized use cases. These involved the closure 
and clean-up of unauthorized garbage dumps and the resolution of 
unauthorized occupancy. 


We issued three use permits. These involved individuals cutting 
hay on BLM land which adjoins privately owned hay fields. 


Two withdrawal applications were processed: 


° Limestone Cliffs, northwest of Drummondto protect this 
unique 20-acre tract for scientific study and educational 
purposes. 

° California Creek, south of Anaconda near Mt. Hagginto 
protect a National Register Historical Site and other signifi- 
cant cultural values. 











Minerals 


Minerals work in the district last year was diverse. 


Oil and gas activity remained low following the collapse of oil 
prices in the mid 1980s. However the district did review and 
process 26 lease tracts in FY91. Again, there was no seismic 
activity in the district. 


The district completed initial field work on Continental Lime’s 
patent application for their Indian Creek limestone quarry near 
Townsend. We 
reviewed 43 notices 
and two Plans of 
Operations submit- 
ted under Section 
3809 of the 
Bureau's surface 
management 
regulations. This ae - 

was down slightly a eee Fh 

from the average of Pr me OSS 

the last few years, 

which gave the minerals staff breathing room to close out some 
inactive files. We conducted 176 inspections to assure compliance 
with applicable regulations and issued three Record of Noncompli- 
ance decisions on long-term compliance problems. 


We completed 15 mineral material sales, again slightly below the 
historical average. We did preparatory work on a large competi- 
tive sale of basaltic material to be used for ballast in the Headwa- 
ters Resource Area, but following the advertisement of the sale, 
received no bids. 





The Garnet Resource Area continued to monitor surface compli- 
ance on the country’s only underground phosphate mine at Garri- 
son. 


Fire Management 





The Forest Service 
handles wildfire 
suppression on all 
BLM land in the 
Butte District. 
Trained district 
personnel worked a 
total of 631 days in 
various supervisory 
positions on project 
fires in Montana 
and adjoining states. Several people assisted on major fires in 
Alaska. In FY91, 700 acres were burned under controlled condi- 
tions to improve forage and dispose of logging slash. 








Land and Water Conservation Fund 


The Butte District completed preliminary work to purchase about 
1,100 acres of land along the Blackfoot River east of Missoula 
through the Land and Water Conservation Fund. This project will 
be completed in FY92. 
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Access 


We acquired 12 easements covering about eight miles of road 
accessing BLM land. We also began work in FY91 on a six- 
minute map-reading video which will be distributed to hunter 
safety instructors throughout Montana to help educate young 
Montanans on access issues. This project was done on a cost- 
sharing basis with MDFWP, local sportsmen groups and private 
industry. 


Facility Maintenance 


BLM crews and contractors maintained about 250 miles of roads 
and trails. Two pre-cast concrete bridges were built in the Elk 
Creek drainage (Garnet Range). We entered into a cooperative 
agreement with the Deerlodge National Forest wherein the BLM 
provides an operator and the Forest Service provides a grader. 
About 12 miles of BLM roads were maintained under this pro- 


gram. 





During the summer 
of 1991 we 
maintened and made 
improvements at 10 
developed recre- 
ation sites. Projects 
included facilities 
for the handicapped, 
facilities for fee 
collection, and 
utilities for the 
recreational vehicles used by volunteers who assist BLM in operat- 
ing several campgrounds. 
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Soil, Water and Air Program 


The Soil, Water, and Air program was active in inventorying 
riparian areas with the Montana Riparian Association in the Head- 
waters, Dillon, and Garnet resource areas. The Dillon Resource 
Area continued work through a cooperative agreement with the 
Soil Conservation Service to inventory soils and range sites in high 
priority | (need Improvement) allotments. 


The district filed for and received 26 water rights for projects that 
have been completed on public lands. These water rights protect 
investments in the developments and help assure that water will be 
available for use by livestock, wildlife and recreation in the future. 


We maintained five air monitoring stations which measure precipi- 
tation and temperature. Resource specialists use the information 
from these stations to help make management decisions. 





The watershed monitoring pro- 
gram in the Butte district supports 
the forestry, range, and minerals 
programs as well as the bureau's 
riparian initiative. Thirty-four 
Stations were monitored in FY91. 
Watersheds are monitored to 
assure that BLM is in compliance 
with the Clean Water Act and that 
the best management practices 
being used for various land use 
activities are effective. 


The district completed ten water- 
shed improvement projects. In 
general these consisted of plant- 

















ing grass or doing reclamation work to help prevent erosion. 


Six other projectsspring exclosures and check damswere main- 
tained to help reduce erosion and maintain water quality. 


Hazardous Materials Program 


The hazardous materials program in the Butte District is in the 
early development stage. The main concer and highest priority 
for this program is the protection of employees, the public and 
public land resources from hazardous 


Riparian Initiative 


The national riparian initiative was supported by all resource 
programs in the Butte district. The national goal is to restore and 
maintain 75 percent of riparian-wetland areas in proper functioning 
condition by 1997. 


To meet the national goal the Butte District contracted with the 
Montana Riparian Association (MRA) to inventory nparian areas 
in all three resource areas. The district, from this inventory, will 
be better able to deal with riparian issues. 





materials that may be transported onto, 
generated from, or used by authorized 
land use activities. 


A hazardous materials contingency 
plan has been drafted to help employ- 
ees and the public should there be an 
incident on public land in the Butte 
District. 





We inventoried the Ravenna railroad 
substation in the Garnet Resource Area 
in FY91. The inventory assessed the 
potential of finding hazardous materials 
as a result of past activities. No signifi- 
cant contamination is now suspected. 


Two BLM site assessments were completed in FY91. One investi- 
gated a train derailment and resulting oil spill. The second moni- 
tored water quality at an abandoned mine site. 





The Forestry, Range, and Minerals 
programs, through the use of site spe- 
cific Best Management Practices, identi- 
fied land use practices that protect and 
improve riparian areas throughout the 
district. Soil, water and air program 
specialists monitored 34 water quality 
stations in FY91. In addition, 33 
projects funded in FY91 benefited the 
riparian initiative. 





Weed Initiative 


BLM’s “Range of Our Vision” program and riparian initiative 

require that: 

. Seventy-five percent of all BLM riparian areas be in proper 
functioning condition by 1997 

. Forty percent of total upland range sites be in late seral to 
potential natural community (PNC) stages by 1997, and 
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. Upland area acreage in early seral stage be reduced to 10 
percent by 2009. 


To meet these ambitious goals and to protect recreation sites, 
wildlife habitat, rangeland, and forested lands, the Butte District 
maintained an active weed control program in FY91. We com- 
pleted 55 weed control projects and treated 1,225 acres of weeds 
using either chemical or biological control agents in FY91. We did 
the work using resource area staff and by contracting with county 
weed boards. Both aerial and ground applications were used. 


Wilderness Management 





During the fiscal 
year, we completed 
nine wilderness 
management plan 
amendments and 
wilderness study 
reports as part of 
the statewide 
wilderness pack- 
age, which we 
recently submitted 
to BLM’s Wash- 
ington Office and the Department of the Interior for inclusion in 
proposed wilderness legislation. We managed 182,000 acres of 
potential wilderness under the Bureau's Interim Management 
regulations and completed a Limits of Acceptable Change (LAC) 
plan for the Bear Trap Canyon Wilderness Area (currently BLM’s 
only wilderness area in Montana). 











A timber trespass damaged 2? acres of forest in the Hoodoo Moun- 
tains Wilderness Study Area. We rehabilitated it in FY91 by piling 
and burning slash, scarifying and reseeding the roads, replanting 
harvested areas with native species and spot treating weed infesta- 
tions. 


Recreation Management 


We inventoried 15,000 acres in the Marysville area in preparation 
for an activity plan to manage recreation and other uses in this 
popular area. 


Five activity plans were prepared during the year: 
¢ Blackfoot River Access 

¢ Trailhead sanitation 

¢ ORV plan (modification) 

¢ Dickie Bridge Recreation Site 

¢ Sleeping Giant Travel Plan 


The district issued 27 special recreation permits for activities such 
as float fishing, recreational floating, hunting and snowmobile 
racing. 


Challenge Cost 
Share (CCS) 
projects are coop- 
erative efforts by 
the Bureau and 
other groups, 
private or govern- 
mental, which 
accomplish com- 
mon goals. During 











FY91, the district spent $27,000 to finance recreation-oriented 
CCS projects for installing signs, stabilizing ghost town buildings, 
constructing the Continental Divide Trail, and developing the Trail 
Creek Handicapped Access Recreation Site near Bear Trap Can- 
yon. Overall, the district completed 213 recreation-oriented 


resource protection projects during the year. 


The recreation staff conducted off-highway vehicle training ses- 
sions for managers in FY91 and instructed at the week-long Mon- 
tana Natural Resources Youth Camp held at Lubrecht Forest. The 
district recreation program leader served on the National Mountain 
Biking Task Force which developed policy for mountain biking on 
BLM lands across the country. Following this, work on designat- 
ing mountain biking trails in the district was begun. 


Recreation Operations 


Two new fee sites 
were established on 
the Madison River 
(South Madison 
and West Madison 
campgrounds). 
The fees will 
enable the bureau 
in future years to 
gradually upgrade 
these facilities. 
Upgrades at the Holter Lake Recreation Sitethe district's only 
other fee siteincluded a handicapped access ramp, new toilets, new 
docking facilities and tree planting throughout the site. 





Forestry 


The district's allowable sale quantity (ASQ) is about 10,000,000 
board feet. In FY91 we offered 8,240,000 board feet in eight 
timber sales. We had fifteen active timber sales which our contract 
administrators monitored for compliance. We also spot checked 
our miscellaneous forest product sale areas to ensure compliance 
as well as to detect and deter trespasses. 


We were able to meet the local public demand for other miscella- 
neous forest products for which we issued 252 permits. These 
permits allowed individuals to harvest firewood (127 cords), post 
and poles (1,195), and Christmas trees (255). 





Butte District Timber Sale Program 
Costs, Revenues and Volume 
1987 - 1991 


GS Cost - ser 
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We also inventoried 10,000 acres of forest land and updated our 
five year timber sale plan. 


Our forest land treatments consisted of prescribed burning, me- 
chanical scarification, and seedling protection measures. We 
treated 1,624 acres and reforested (planted) 865 acres. 


Cultural Resources 


The archaeological excavation of the Everson Creek prehistoric 
chert quarry continued into its fifth field season this past summer. 
The excavation is 
being conducted by 
the Foundation for 
Archaeological 
Research out of 
Oregon State 
University at 
Corvallis. Cultural 
materials left by the 
prehistoric miners 
who used the 
quarry site date as 
far back as 7,000 years ago. However, the excavation’s director, 
Dr. Robson Bonnichsen, believes that early man’s use of the site 
goes back even earlier than that. His sixth year of excavations 
Starts in the summer of 1992. 








The Butte District took part in Montana's first “Archaeclogy 
Week”, an outreach program for public education and awareness 
pertaining to historic and prehistoric resources. Butte District 
archaeologists participated in Archaeology Week by giving oral 
presentations to elementary school children on the prehistory of the 
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State, and also, by giving demonstrations on how to make replicas 
of prehistoric stone tools. 


Staff archaciogists inventoried 3,600 acres of public lands for the 
presence of cultural properties. In so doing, 12 newly discovered 
cultural properties were documented. Most of these properties 
were historic sites relating to Montana's early mining period. The 
rest were prehistoric sites dating to about 1,000 years ago. 


Wildlife 


Emphasis in the district's wildlife program centered on implement- 
ing the Bureau's Fish and Wildlife 2000 program. This is proceed- 
ing largely through partnerships created under the Challenge Cost 
Share (CCS) and Sikes Act (SA) Programs. In FY91, 11 wildlife- 
oriented partnership projects wer. implemented. 
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The Upper Missouri Raptor Habitat Evaluation CCS project 
continued through FY91. It included extensive and intensive 
raptor habitat evaluation and nesting territory identification. Coop- 
erators were 8LM, the Montana Power Company, MSU, MDFWP, 
the Bureau of Reclamation, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 





In the Headwaters RA, bighorn 
sheep will benefit from the 
completion of the Sleeping Giant 
Habitat Management Plan (HMP) 
and the cooperative CCS manage- 
ment program with the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and 
Parks involving bighorn sheep 
management on MDFWP hunting 
district 340. 





Cooperative elk habitat manage- 
ment will benefit as a result of the 
interagency Geographic Informa- 
tion System (GIS) data base 
project taking place at Granite 
Butte northwest of Helena. This is a first-time effort for Montana 
and possibly for the entire western U.S. to address the cumulative 
impacts of intensive forest management on elk and elk habitat 
relationships utilizing state-of-the-art GIS technology. Coopera- 
tors include BLM, USFS, MDFWP, Phelps-Dodge Mining Com- 
pany and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. A display was 
prepared and exhibited at the Helena office, MDFWP. 








During the year we finalized a CCS proposal for bighorn sheep 
monitoring and investigation. Cooperators with the district are 
Montana State University (Dept. of Biology), MDFWP, Founda- 
tion for North American Wild Sheep, and Skyline Sportsmen’s 
Association. 





Several Sikes Act projects were 
completed including wetland 
enhancement, tree rehabilitation 
for riparian habitat improvement, 
exclosure construction and 
maintenance, pothole blasting, 
and protective fence construction. 








The Watchable Wildlife Program 
was initiated in FY91 with an 
area selected and signed at Big 
Sheep Creek west of Dell. A 
cooperative project with Skyline 
Sportsmen’s Association to build 
and place boxes for wood ducks 
was continued. Garnet hosted a 
field tour of the Kleinsmidt Lake 
Ducks Unlimited project (goose nesting platforms). 





Fisheries 


During FY91, 94 miles of riparian habiiat was monitored in coop- 
eration with the Montana Riparian Association (MRA). The Dillon 
Resource Area has inventoried 65 miles of riparian habitat through 
contract with the MRA. The Garnet Resource Area inventoried 
important riparian areas in cooperation with the MRA, University 
of Montana, and Champion Timberlands. In-stream structures on 
fisheries habitat were completed for cutthroat habitat. 


Through the CCS Program, considerable progress was made 
continuing the Arctic grayling inventory on the Big Hole River. 
The Montana Natural Heritage Program, USFS, MDFWP and 
BLM are cooperators. 
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The fisheries biologist presented various talks at local schools and input to over 80 actions for range, forestry, minerals, access and 
participated in the National Fishing Week effort, a day long pro- recreation. Monitoring studies, primarily on riparian habitat, were 


gram of fishing and ecology lessons at Holter Lake. 


conducted on 15 allotment management plans. Riparian and 
wildlife habitat objectives were developed for four new or revised 
Allotment Management Plans. District biologists also participated 


Threatened and Endangered Species on the technical working group for the Montana Power Company 


The CCS Program was success- 
ful in continuing the peregrine 
falcon re-introduction effort with 
the Peregrine Fund. Two addi- 
tional sites were selected for 
hacking in the Headwaters 
Resource Area, the Park County 
site was monitored and the 
Dillon Resource Area monitored 
three active peregrine territories 
which resulted from past hacking 
efforts. 


Through the CCS Program the 
Butte District initiated its first 
sensitive plant inventory an 
survey, working with the Mon- 
tana Natural Heritage Program 
on selected key areas. Under this 


partnership, 5,000 acres were inventoried. 











re-licensing permit for the Missouri River system. 
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Rangeland 


Headwaters Resource Area 
performed an ecological site 
inventory on 5,000 acres of 
rangeland in the Bull Mountain 
allotment near Butte. This 
inventory provided data used to 
establish better vegetative 
management objectives and 
adjust livestock use levels. 


' 
y. 


Seven new or revised AMPs 
were completed in FY91. These 
plans prescribe grazing manage- 
ment guidelines and objectives for livestock operators on public 
lands. 
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Volunteer help from the Pintlar Audubon Society made an excel- 
lent inventory of avian species on selected sites along the Big Hole Rangeland monitoring consists of collecting and analyzing infor- 


River. mation on actual use, climate, utilization, and vegetative condition 

and trend. Monitoring studies have been established on nearly all 
District biologists continued to support interdisviplinary efforts allotments in the district. We collected and analyzed data on 111 
related to other programs. Wildlife staff reviewed and provided allotments in FY91. 
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Number and Percentage of 


Allotment Management Plans 
In Place in the Butte District 
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The Matador Cattle Co., one of the largest grazing permittees in 
the district, was honored for their continuing range management 
efforts. The Matador was one of only six recipients nationwide of 
the Bureau's “Partners in the Public Spirit” award. 


Three grazing operators received recognition at a Butte District 
Grazing Advisory Board meeting in 1991. These ranchers run 
livestock in common on the Bull Mountain grazing allotment north 
of Whitehall. The recent allotment evaluation revealed a steady 
trend in improved range conditions over a 19-year period. 











The range program administered 708 leases and permits through- 
out the district. The number of grazing authorizations (billings) 
remained consistent with past years. However, transfers and 
assignments of permits and leases were down slightly from antici- 
pated levels. 


A total of 36 range improvement projects were completed in FY91 
consisting of over eight miles of fence construction, 13 spring 


developments, one stock water pit, and 2= miles of water pipelines. 
Fourteen of the projects were designed to provide riparian benefits. 


We maintained 25 fences, exclosures, and spring developments 
during FY91. Twenty-two of these projects were designed to 
protect or enhance riparian vegetation. 











Volunteers ° Assisting in organizing archaeological records 


The volunteer program is rapidly expanding and has become an ° Developing wildlife data bases 


important adjunct to the Butte district's operations. Volunteers 


from all walks of life volunteered for service last year. Through * Entering data into a computer for the forestry program 








their efforts, the . Coordinating cabin rentals at Garnet Ghost Town 
budget was in 

effect expanded ilding birdhou 

areas eee Building bi ses and office furniture 

poe dip _— ¢ Performing building restora- 

SAAR edicts tions at Garnet Ghost Town 

to the district. ¢ Constructing the Continental 

Volunteers contrib- Divide Trail 

uted $150,000 

worth of work to 





the Butte District in : — signs up on BLM 
FY91 compared to ) 


$118,000 the year before. . Being a range rider monitor- 


The Butte district’s unique situation, where it has a bit of every- ing grazing leases 


thing the BLM has to offer, makes it fertile ground for a thriving 


volunicer program. Citizen volunteers can usually find a niche ° Waiting brochures and doing 








somewhere in the artwork for them 
operation to display : —" 
Geote tafentn ond Doing shopwork and install 


ing range and facilities 


expertise. Here's a 
improvements 


sampling of some 
of the jobs per- 
formed by volun- 
teers in FY91: 


. Photography of users on the public lands 


. Coordinating the volunteer program 
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